NOS DO MORRO
By Gabriella Caponigro
Luciano shows me the favela of his childhood, Pavaozinho, one of the favelas “pacificated” by an agreement between the municipality and the drug trade gangs which accepted to lay down arms after years of war. Actually - Luciano explains to me - the police ends to substitute for the drug trade gangs' control, by imposing a payoff. 

It was a very significant walk: a walk through kids' smiles, through interested and joyful looks … and with some sordid details. “Criança Esperança” is a project of solidarity with the theoretical goal to help kids, involving them in various artistic activities. But the concrete is that the headquarters of this project, an huge and blue-painted office, is always closed. It opens only for tv records of “O Globo”, the brazilian broadcasting company that sponsored the project, to show kids have fun through the blue-painted structures and the omnipresent logo “O Globo”. When Luciano incited the Pavaozinho community to oppose that, he was invited by the drug clans to leave the favela...

Fortunately, there are many others good social projects in Rio, as “Projecto Morrinho” in the favela Pereira da Silva, a true cultural revolution looked after by the kids of the Morro. The headquarters of the project are 320mq of little houses, Lego mans and lanes, that constitute the big miniature of a favela, creating the effect of a beehive “devastated” hither and yon by shoots of colour. 

